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Music has always played a crucial role in promoting inclusivity and unity in Europe.
Here are some key points that illustrate how music acts as a powerful tool for

social and cultural cohesion



Unifying Cultural Differences

1. Musical diversity: Europe is a continent rich in
diverse cultures and musical traditions. From the
classical music of Mozart and Beethoven to
Spanish flamenco, from the Italian tarantella to
Irish folk music, each country contributes its
unique musical identity.

2. Festival and Events: Events like the Eurovision
Song Contest celebrate European musical
diversity, bringing together artists from across
Europe and promoting intercultural
understanding through music. These events
create a sense of belonging and community
pride.



Social Integration

Social inclusion: music is a universal language 
that can overcome linguistic and cultural 

barriers. Community musical initiatives, such 
as choirs, youth orchestras, and workshops 

promote social inclusion and provide 
participation opportunities for people from

all ages and backgrounds.

Educational Projects: many Erasmus 
projects use music as an educational tool to 

teach values of tolerance, respect, and 
collaboration. Participation in musical 

groups and related activities can echance 
social cohesion and reduce inequalities.



Cultural Diplomacy: Music has often acted as a tool for cultural diplomacy, facilitating dialogue among nations and
promting peace. Concert and cultural exchanges can strengthen international relationships and promote mutual
understandings.

Messages of Unity: Many European musical compositions convey messages of unity and solidarity. Beethoven’ s
“Ode to Joy”, for example, is the official anthem of the European Union and symbolizes brotherhood and hope.

The Erasmus Orchestra (EO): it is the first orchestra composed of Erasmus students from European Conservatoires
and Music Institutes who are either currently participating in or have completed an Erasmus+ mobility experience.
Founded in 2017 by the Erasmus+ Italian National Agency INDIRE to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Erasmus+
Programme. Supported since 2023 by the Association Européenne des Conservatoires, Académies de Musique et
Musikhochschulen (AEC), the Orchestra has further solidified its role as a flagship cultural initiative of the Erasmus+
Programme.

Erasmus+ Orchestra



European Identity

Cultural heritage: Music is an integral part
of European cultural heritage. Promoting
and preserving local musical traditions helps
keep each country’s cultural identity alive
while strengthening the sense of belonging
to Europe.

Innovation and Collaboration: Europe is also
a fertile ground for musical innovation.
Collaboration among musicians from
different European countries produce new
forms of musical expression that reflect a
dynamic and evolving European identity.
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Music is an inclusive and quintessentially European

value. It represents a powerful tool for overcoming

divisions, promoting social cohesion, and

strengthening European identity. Through music,

Europe can build a future of peace, respect, and unity.

Conclusions
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